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people voiced their overwhelming oppo-
sition to President Bush’s troop esca-
lation plan, our Republican colleagues
said, ‘“‘Give the President time.”

The problem is, both the Republican
Congress and the Bush administration
have been moving the time frame for
success on the troop escalation plan.
First it was June. Then it was August.
Finally, a couple of months ago, Re-
publican leaders agreed that Sep-
tember would be the defining month.

It is clear that President Bush has no
intention of ending the troop esca-
lation in Iraq, even though the Iraqi
Government has failed to meet the
benchmarks that he himself outlined
earlier this year. President Bush is de-
termined to leave as many troops in
Iraq as possible, no matter what the
facts suggest.

The question now is, will Congres-
sional Republicans finally break away
from the President and do what is right
for this Nation and for the military?
Congressional Republicans must real-
ize that the time has come to change
course.

——————

MOVING FORWARD AND WINNING
PEACE IN IRAQ

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, for the last
year the Democrats have been saying
that the war in Iraq is lost and we
should pull our troops out, and they
were, of course, opposed to the surge.
But after hearing from witnesses of
every political stripe week after week
on the oversight subcommittee, this
profound reality became obvious: The
least costly and best alternative for
America is not to lose. It is to win.

We are more than halfway through
the campaign, and it is too costly to
quit and to go back. The concept that
we can win is novel to Democrats per-
haps, who think in top-down solutions
in Washington and in Iraq. But our new
military strategy is proving successful.

Just as our Nation grew from the
bottom up, town by town, State by
State, so also federalism shows success
in Iraq. Local communities are work-
ing closely with our military to curb
violence. For this reason, we must en-
sure that they have the freedom and
the autonomy to continue to develop.

The best alternative for America in
Iraq is to move forward to win the
peace.

—
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CHILDREN DESERVE HEALTH
INSURANCE

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it
is getting harder for American families
to make ends meet, especially when it
comes to the rising cost of health in-
surance.
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New census data shows that the num-
ber of Americans without health insur-
ance nationwide rose by nearly 2 mil-
lion in 2006. In addition, the number of
children without health insurance grew
by 700,000 to nearly 8.7 million chil-
dren. These new numbers mean that
one in nine American kids don’t have
health insurance, including 22 percent
of Hispanic children and 14 percent of
African American children.

These numbers are appalling for a
Nation as wealthy as ours. That is why
the Democratic Congress passed the
CHAMP Act; to reauthorize the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program for 6
million children and to provide 5 mil-
lion more children with health insur-
ance, covering a total of 11 million
children. But President Bush has
threatened to veto this critical bill, de-
spite strong bipartisan support among
Congress and Governors.

Mr. Speaker, these new census num-
bers can’t be ignored. It is time to stop
playing politics with children’s health
insurance. It is time for the President
to support and sign the CHAMP Act.

———

WAIT FOR REPORT TO EVALUATE
PROGRESS

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, as America
awaits word from our military and dip-
lomatic leaders in Iraq early next
week, it is apparent to me that many
in Congress seem prepared to prejudge
our progress and dismiss the report of
General David Petraeus even before he
makes it.

Many, as has been done here this
morning, cite the recent GAO report as
a basis for accepting retreat and defeat
in Iraq. But as Fred Kagan of the
American Enterprise Institute pointed
out recently, the mandate of the GAO
report was not to evaluate progress
broadly defined in Iraq, it was to deter-
mine whether or not the Iraqi Govern-
ment had met 18 benchmarks set by
the U.S. Government. Fred Kagan
pointed out that the term ‘‘Anbar’ ac-
tually only appears twice in the GAO
report, despite the extraordinary
progress in the Anbar Province where
we have seen Sunni leadership come
forward, working with marines, work-
ing with the al-Maliki government and
defeating terrorism. The so-called ‘‘tri-
angle of death’ is so safe the President
of the United States was able to land
there and meet with Sunni and Shia
leaders earlier this week.

I think it is imperative that we stand
with our soldiers, we wait and hear
from our military and diplomatic lead-
ers, and for the purpose of freedom in
Iraq and for the purpose of our national
honor, we accept nothing short of vic-
tory in that nation.
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CHAMP ACT CHAMPIONS
CHILDREN

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, for a
decade now the Children’s Health In-
surance Program has provided 6 mil-
lion children access to private health
insurance. Thanks to CHIP, every year
over the last decade, the number of un-
insured children fell. That is until the
last 2 years.

Last week, the Census Bureau re-
ported that the number of American
children living without health insur-
ance increased from 8 million in 2005 to
8.7 million in 2006. This is simply unac-
ceptable.

I would hope President Bush saw
these troubling numbers and finally re-
alized we cannot afford to ignore them
any longer. Last month, this Demo-
cratic House acted by passing the
CHAMP Act, legislation that will allow
us to reach an additional 5 million chil-
dren who are already eligible for the
CHIP program.

When CHIP was created back in 1997,
it was supported by both Democrats
and Republicans. But today, both the
White House and the House Republican
leadership oppose the CHAMP Act.

Mr. Speaker, the Census Bureau re-
port should serve as a wake-up call to
the President to reconsider his veto
threat of the CHAMP Act.

———

AMERICA HONORS HER GOLD
STAR MOTHERS

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, last
month I was humbled and honored to
introduce a resolution honoring the
goals and ideals of Gold Star Mothers
Day. In 1940, FDR designated the last
Sunday in September as Gold Star
Mothers Day to commemorate the tre-
mendous sacrifice these courageous
mothers have endured on behalf of our
Nation.

This year Gold Star Mothers Day will
be held on September 30. This brave
group of women have turned their per-
sonal tragedy into patriotism and car-
ing service.

I want to take this opportunity to
pay special tribute to Georgette Frank
of Elk Grove Village, Illinois. Her son,
Phil, enlisted in the Marine Corps right
out of high school in response to the
September 11 attacks, and paid the ul-
timate sacrifice for our freedom.

Phil believed that the best way to
keep America safe was to take the
fight to the terrorists. And the last
time he saw his mom he said, ‘“‘Be
strong, Mom. No matter what happens,
you be strong.” That’s exactly what
Georgette has done.

Phil and his family represent the
best and the bravest that our country
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has to offer. Many other courageous
families have paid this ultimate sac-
rifice, one we cannot ignore. Please
join me in thanking Georgette and all
the Gold Star Mothers by cosponsoring
this important resolution.

————
EDUCATION POLICY

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, No
Child Left Behind originally sought to
return some education policy-making
authority to the States, but in its cur-
rent form the legislation is a massive
spending bill filled with Federal man-
dates that increases the presence of
Federal bureaucrats in our classrooms.

Today, Michigan teachers are forced
to adopt a ‘‘teach to the test’” men-
tality and spend valuable time on pa-
perwork instead of students.

It has been estimated that teachers
and school officials have spent an addi-
tional 6.7 million hours completing the
cumbersome paperwork required by No
Child Left Behind.

As Congress considers the future of
education policy in America, we must
find a way to give our schools, commu-
nities and parents greater flexibility,
reduce the bureaucracy in education
and ensure the best educational oppor-
tunities are being given to our chil-
dren.

Because I believe each child’s edu-
cational path should be determined by
a child’s parents and not by the Fed-
eral Government, I am an original co-
sponsor of the A-PLUS Act, an alter-
native education policy introduced this
year in the House. I urge my colleagues
to support this important legislation.

——

TIME TO BRING WAR IN TRAQ TO
AN END

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, we
have been at war in Iraq for 5 years,
longer than we fought World War II.
And notwithstanding all of the rosy
predictions by this President and his
staff, we are now stuck refereeing a
civil war.

Our soldiers are to be praised; they
have done an outstanding job. But our
political leaders in Washington, includ-
ing those in this Congress, should be
strongly criticized for acquiescing and
going along time and time again.

We are told that we need to stay the
course for the sake of our standing in
the world. But, Mr. Speaker, this war
has diminished our standing in the
world. Enough is enough. It is time to
bring this war in Iraq to an end.

———
CHARLIE NORWOOD CLEAR ACT OF
2007

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, last
month three college students were
murdered by a horrifically violent
criminal alien with three previous fel-
ony arrests, including the rape of a 5-
year-old girl. He should have been de-
ported, but Newark, New Jersey’s
“sanctuary’ law prevented local law
enforcement from working with the
Feds to detain and deport him.

We need an efficient system of identi-
fying and removing violent criminal
elements. That is why I am introducing
the Charlie Norwood CLEAR Act of
2007. This bill increases Federal funds
to local law enforcement agencies, pro-
vides the information they need, re-
quires the Feds to remove and deport
criminal aliens and reduces Federal
funds for cities that provide safe haven
to violent criminal aliens that harm
the public.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me
in supporting the Charlie Norwood
CLEAR Act of 2007.

————

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 1852, EX-
PANDING AMERICAN HOME-
OWNERSHIP ACT OF 2007

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, the
Rules Committee is expected to meet
on Monday, September 10, to report a
rule that may structure the amend-
ment process for floor consideration of
H.R. 1852, the Expanding American
Homeownership Act of 2007.

Members who wish to offer an amend-
ment to this bill must submit 30 copies
of the amendment and a brief descrip-
tion of the amendment to the Rules
Committee in H-312 in the Capitol no
later than 11 a.m. on Monday, Sep-
tember 10. Members are strongly ad-
vised to adhere to the amendment
deadline to ensure that amendments
receive consideration.

Amendments must be drafted to the
bill as reported by the Committee on
Financial Services on June 28, 2007.
The text of the bill is posted on the
Rules Committee Web site. Amend-
ments should be drafted by legislative
counsel and also should be reviewed by
the Office of the Parliamentarian to be
sure that the amendments comply with
the rules of the House. Members are
also strongly encouraged to submit
their amendments to the Congressional
Budget Office for analysis regarding
possible PAYGO violations.

—————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2786, NATIVE AMERICAN
HOUSING ASSISTANCE AND
SELF-DETERMINATION REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2007
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I

call up House Resolution 633 and ask

for its immediate consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 633

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2786) to reau-
thorize the programs for housing assistance
for Native Americans. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Financial Services. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule.
The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions of the bill
are waived. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule
XVIII, no amendment to the bill shall be in
order except those printed in the portion of
the Congressional Record designated for that
purpose in clause 8 of rule XVIII and except
pro forma amendments for the purpose of de-
bate. Each amendment so printed may be of-
fered only by the Member who caused it to
be printed or his designee and shall be con-
sidered as read. At the conclusion of consid-
eration of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 2786 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to such time as may
be designated by the Speaker.

SEC. 3. House Resolutions 595, 596, 613, and
614 are laid upon the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS). All
time yielded during consideration of
the rule is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
House Resolution 633.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 633 provides for
the consideration of H.R. 2786, the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Reauthorization
Act of 2007, under an open rule with a
preprinting requirement. The rule pro-
vides for 1 hour of general debate con-
trolled by the Committee on Financial
Services. The rule tables H. Res. 595, H.
Res. 596, H. Res. 613, and H. Res. 614.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this rule and in support of the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and
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